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An efficient two-step procedure is described to convert the
Biginelli 3,4-dihydropyrimidin-2(1H)-one to various multi-
functionalized pyrimidines via the Kappe dehydrogenation
and a new mild PyBroP-mediated coupling with C, N, O,
and S nucleophiles, which provides a readily accessible
multifunctionalized pyrimidine template for diversity-
oriented synthesis.

Although the one-pot three-component Biginelli reac-
tion has been known for more than a century,1 the
Biginelli 3,4-dihydropyrimidin-2(1H)-ones (DHPMs) were
largely ignored in the early part of the 20th century.2 In
the past decades, the scope of the original cycloconden-
sation reaction was gradually extended by variation of
all three building blocks, allowing access to a large
number of structurally diversified multifunctionalized
DHPMs.3 These nonplanar heterocyclic compounds have
received considerable attention from the pharmaceutical
industry because of their interesting multifaceted phar-
macological profiles. Synthesis of DHPMs resulted in the
discovery of calcium channel modulators, R1a-adrenergic
receptor antagonists, mitotic kinesin inhibitors and

hepatitis B virus replication inhibitors.4 Several marine-
derived natural products such as Crambine, Batzelladine
B (potent HIV gp-120CD4 inhibitors) and Ptilomycalin
alkaloids also contain the DHPM core.5

The Biginelli DHPMs are chemical precursors of mul-
tifunctionalized pyrimidines. However, despite the fact
that pyrimidine is found in a wide range of biologically
active molecules,6 there has been a lack of a methodology
to efficiently convert the Biginelli DHPMs to pyrimidines.
A four-step process can be envisioned to realize such a
chemical transformation. The Biginelli DHPMs are se-
quentially dehydrogenated, tautomerized, activated and
coupled with a nucleophile. Dehydrogenation of the
Biginelli DHPMs is known to be exceedingly difficult.2
This is mainly due to the sensitivity of the methyl group
at the C-6 position to oxidizing agents such as SeO2, and
the inertness of the DHPM ring toward a variety of other
oxidizing agents such as DDQ, which makes the dehy-
drogenation very troublesome.2,7 Consequently, since the
discovery of the Biginelli reaction, there has been no
preparatively useful general procedure available for the
direct dehydrogenation of the Biginelli DHPMs.2,7 It was
not until 2001 that a general dehydrogenation of Biginelli
DHPMs became available. Kappe et al.8 reported an
unexpected but clean dehydrogenation of the Biginelli
DHPMs by using 50-60% nitric acid. In the conversion
of pyrimidin-2(1H)-one to 2-substituted pyrimidine, con-
ventional tautomerization-activation-coupling (TAC) pro-
cess would normally include chlorination or sulfonylation,
followed by coupling with a nucleophile. Chlorination9 or
sulfonylation10 using POCl3 or RSO2Cl at high temper-
atures could be problematic for substrates with sensitive
functionalities, particularly if this TAC process is at-
tempted in one pot. Herein, we report our study of an
efficient two-step conversion of the Biginelli DHPM to
multifunctionalized pyrimidines via the Kappe dehydro-
genation and a new mild one-step TAC process.11
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Since pyrimidine is an electron-deficient system and
the presence of an electron-withdrawing group at the C-5
position should greatly enhance the overall electron-
deficiency of the system, we thought that in the presence
of a suitable activating reagent, 2-hydroxypyrimidine, the
tautomerized pyrimidin-2(1H)-one, could form a highly
reactive intermediate which could be easily attacked by
a nucleophile to furnish the 2-substituted pyrimidine
(Scheme 1). We recognize that there are various efficient
activating reagents for peptide couplings, and they may
be useful in our proposed study of a mild efficient one-
step conversion of the dehydrogenated Biginelli DHPMs
to multifunctionalized pyrimidines.

The Biginelli DHPM 1 and its dehydrogenated com-
pound 2 were readily prepared according to the proce-
dures by Hu12 et al. and Kappe8 et al. (Table 1). We
screened some of the popular peptide coupling reagents,
including DCC, EDCI, HBTU, HATU, PyBOP, and Py-
BroP, for the coupling reaction between 213 and benzyl-
amine in the presence of Et3N in THF at room temper-
ature (r.t.) (Table 1). To our delight, the phosphonium-
based reagents PyBOP and PyBroP14 were found to be
very effective in this transformation affording 3a in high
yields, with PyBroP being slightly superior to PyBOP.15

With PyBroP as the coupling reagent of choice, we then
investigated the solvent effect on this coupling reaction.

It turned out that among the common organic solvents,
ethers led to faster and cleaner reactions. Dioxane16 was
found to be the best solvent, while DMF17 was the worst
solvent (3a, Table 2). With PyBroP and dioxane as the
best reagent-solvent combination, we next studied the
base effect on this coupling reaction. For strong nucleo-
philes, such as primary and secondary alkylamines (3a
and 3b), cycloalkylamines (3c and 3d), R-amino ester
(3e), R-amino alcohol (3f) and thiophenol (3g), Et3N is a
suitable base for achieving a complete coupling reaction
(Table 2). On the other hand, for a weak nucleophile such
as N-methyl methanesulfonamide, no coupling reaction
was observed with Et3N as the base. Screening of
different bases for the coupling reaction between 2 and
N-methyl methanesulfonamide revealed that sodium tert-
butoxide is an excellent base to ensure a clean and
complete reaction (3h, Table 2). Under similar conditions,
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SCHEME 1. Proposed One-step Conversion of
Pyrimidin-2(1H)-one to Pyrimidine

TABLE 1. Screening of Coupling Reagents for the
Conversion of Pyrimidin-2(1H)-one to Pyrimidinea

a Reagents and conditions: (a) CuCl, BF3‚OEt2, THF, refluxing,
18 h, 90%; (b) 60% HNO3, 0 °C to rt, 0.5 h, 80%; (c) 2 (1 equiv),
BnNH2 (1.3 equiv), reagent (1.1 equiv), Et3N (2.5 equiv), THF (0.1
M), rt, 24 h.
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other weak nucleophiles such as N-methyl benzene-
sulfonamide (3i), imidazole (3j), indole (3k), diethyl
malonate (3l), and phenol (3m) were coupled smoothly
with 2 in high yields, except for the electron-rich aniline
(3n). The proposed reaction pathway is supported by
mass spectral analyses of the reaction mixture. A mass
peak of 484.2 [M+H]+, corresponding to the cation of the
transition intermediate 4, was observed at the beginning
of the coupling reaction. This peak gradually disap-
peared, while mass peaks of 258.1 [M + H]+ and 515.2

[2M + H]+, corresponding to the byproduct 5, gradually
increased (Table 2).

It should be noted that while most of the coupling
reactions were found to be complete at ambient temper-
ature in 24 h, the reaction rate seems to depend on both
the electronic and steric nature of the nucleophiles. For
instance, the coupling reaction between 2 and morpholine
was complete in 3 h (3d), whereas the coupling reaction
between 2 and R-amino ester took 3 days (3e). In
addition, attempts to couple 2 with primary sulfona-

TABLE 2. Efficient Conversion of Pyrimidin-2(1H)-one to Pyrimidines via PyBroP-Mediated Coupling

a Condition A: 2 (1 equiv), PyBroP (1.1 equiv), dioxane (0.1 M), Et3N (2.5 equiv), NuH (1.3 equiv), rt, 24 h. b Condition B: 2 (1 equiv),
PyBroP (1.1 equiv), dioxane (0.1 M), Et3N (2.5 equiv); NuH (1.3 equiv), NaOBut(1.2 equiv), rt, 24 h. c rt, 72 h.
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mides, amides and electron-neutral anilines gave, at
most, a trace of product 3 under similar conditions, which
is probably due to their lower nucleophilicity.

In conclusion, we have demonstrated that the Biginelli
DHPM can be efficiently converted to various multifunc-
tionalized pyrimidines through Kappe dehydrogenation
and PyBroP-mediated coupling with C, N, O, and S
nucleophiles. Optimal conditions for this mild in situ
activation coupling were obtained through reagent, sol-
vent and base screenings. These coupling conditions could
be potentially applicable to other electron-deficient het-
erocylic or aromatic systems. The present study also
provides a readily accessible multifunctionalized pyri-
midine template for diversity-oriented synthesis.18

Experimental Section

General Procedure A for the PyBroP-Mediated Coup-
ling To Synthesize Pyrimidines 3a-g. To a stirred solution
of compound 2 (48.8 mg, 0.2 mmol) in dioxane (2 mL) at room
temperature were added PyBroP (102.5 mg, 0.22 mmol), Et3N
(69.2 µL, 0.5 mmol) and the nucleophile (0.26 mmol). After the
mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24-72 h (TLC
monitoring), it was diluted with EtOAc and washed with
saturated NH4Cl solution, brine and dried with Na2SO4. Filtra-
tion, evaporation, and flash chromatography (5-20% EtOAc in
hexane) gave the products 3a-g.

2-(N-Benzylamino)-4-phenyl-6-methylpyrimidin-2(1H)-
one-5-carboxylic Acid Methyl Ester (3a). White solid. 1H
NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ 2.47 (s, 3H), 3.58 (s, 3H), 4.69 (d, J
) 6.0, 2H), 5.99 (br s, 1H), 7.2-7.6 (m, 10H). 13C NMR (100 MHz,

CDCl3): δ 23.0, 45.4, 52.0, 115.3, 127.3, 127.6, 127.9, 128.3,
128.6, 129.6, 138.9, 139.0, 161.2, 165.9, 167.4, 169.5. HRMS
(FAB+): m/z calcd for C20H19N3O2 [M + H]+ 334.1556, found
334.1546.

General Procedure B for the PyBroP-Mediated Coup-
ling To Synthesize Pyrimidines 3h-n. To a stirred solution
of compound 2 (48.8 mg, 0.2 mmol) in dioxane (2 mL) at room
temperature were added PyBroP (102.5 mg, 0.22 mmol) and
Et3N (69.2 µL, 0.5 mmol); then, the nucleophile (0.26 mmol) and
NaOBut (23 mg, 0.24 mmol) were added. After the mixture was
stirred at room temperature for 24-72 h (TLC monitoring), it
was diluted with EtOAc, washed with saturated NH4Cl solution
and brine, and dried with Na2SO4. Filtration, evaporation, and
flash chromatography (5-20% EtOAc in hexane) gave the
products 3h-n.

2-(N-Methylmethanesulfonylamino)-4-phenyl-6-meth-
ylpyrimidin-2(1H)-one-5-carboxylic Acid Methyl Ester
(3h). White solid. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3): δ 2.59 (s, 3H),
3.52 (s, 3H), 3.59 (s, 3H), 3.69 (s, 3H), 7.47 (m, 3H), 7.67 (m,
2H). 13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3): δ 23.3, 33.5, 42.9, 53.0, 120.0,
128.7, 129.0, 130.8, 137.9, 158.7, 164.8, 167.4, 169.0. HRMS
(FAB+): m/z calcd for C15H17N3O4S [M + H]+ 336.1018, found
336.1004.
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